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A BRIEF 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 


Notes of the CHUR CH, ec. 


F Cardinal Be/armin had not told us, That this 

is 2 moſt profitable Controverfie ; I ſhould very 

much have wondered at that pains which he 

and ſo many other of their great Divines have 

taken, to find out the Notes of the Church. For 

is not the Catholick Church viſible 2 And if we can ſee 

which is this Church, what need we gueſs at it by marks 

and ſigns ? and that by ſuch marks and figns too, as are 

matter of diſpute themſelves 2 Cannot we diſtinguiſh 

between the Chriſtian Church, and a Turkiſh Moſque, 

or Jewiſh Synagogue, or Pagan Temple 2 Cannot we, 

without all this ado, diſtinguiſh a Chriſtian from a Turk, 

or a Jew, or a Pagan ? And it will be aseaſfie to find out 

a Chriſtian Church, as it is to find out Chriſtians ; for a 
Chriſtian Church is nothing elſe but a Society of Chri- 

ſtians united under Chriſtian Paſtors, for the Worſhip 

-of Chriſt ; and where ever we find fuch a Society as 
this, there is a Chriſtian Church, and all ſuch particu- 

lar or National Churches all the World over, make up 

the whole Chriſtian Church, or the Univerſal Church 


of Chriſt. Az Bur 


Controy. T'2. 
L. 4. de Notze 


Eccleſie. 


A Difcourfe concerning 
But this will not do the Cardinal's buſineſs; Thought 
the Chriſtian Church: is viſible enough, yet not ſuch Z 
Church as he wants. For ſince there are a great many 
Chriſtian Churches in the World, as the Greek, the Ar- 
menian, the Abyſſme, the Roman Church, he would find 
out which of theſe Churches is the Catholick Church; 
whieh after all their ſhuffles they can never make any 
better ſenſe of, than which of the Parts is the Whole. 
Since there are many unhappy diſputes among Chrt- 
ftians, the uſe. of Notes is to find out an Infallible 
Church, which muſt by an indiſputable authority di- 
Rate to all other Churches, what they muſt believe, 
| and what they muſt practiſe ; and to bring all other 
Churches into ſubjedtion, they muſt find out a Church, 
out of whoſe Communion there is no pardon of ſin;no 
Eternal life to-be had; That is, in-ſhort, the uſe of Notes 
is to prove the Church of Rome to be the only Catho- 
lick Church , the only Infallible Oracle of Faith, and 
final Judg of Controverſies ; and that the promiſes of 
Pardon of Sin, and Eternal Life, are made only to the 
Church of Rome, and to thoſe other Churches which 
are in ſubjetion- to her. Thus Bellarmine unriddles 
this matter, that the uſefulneſs of this Inquiry after the 
Notes of the true Church, 1s, becauſe z» the true Church 
. only there is the true Faith, the true remiſſion of fins, the 
Onmes enim . > 0» . 
confirentur in true hope of eternal ſalvation;which is certainly true,that 
ſold veri Ee all this is to be had only in the true Church of Chriſt, 
defenſe 2. For there can be no true Church without the true 
rem peccato- Faith ; and no remiſſion of ſins, nor hope of ſalvation 
Tum remiſſio- gut of the true Church.Ryt then all the Churches in the 
ſrem faluris World,which profef the true faith of Chriſt,are ſuchtrue 
ezern#. Bell, Churches. But this will not do the buſineſs neither ; 
de Notis Ecch for jt is not enough to know that every true Church 
Cap: L, 
| profeſles 
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_ profeſſes the true Faith ; but we muſt find out fuch'a 
'Church, as cannot err in the Faith, and has authority 
to correct the Faith of all other Churches; and we 
muſt allow the pardon of ſin, and eternal life, to be 
had in no other Church but this ; which is the only 
thing, which can make ſuch a Church the Miſtreſs of 
all other Churches ; and this Church muſt be the 
Church of Rome, or elfe the Cardinal is undone with 
all. his Notes and Marks of the Church. 

 - The obſerving this, gives us the true ſtate of this 
Controverſie ; which is not, what it is which makes 
a Church a true-Church ; which. is neceſſary for all 
Chriſtians to know;<that they may take care, that no+ 
thing be wanting in their-Communion, which is eſſen- 

| - tial to a true Church ; which is:the only uſe of Notes 

that I know. of :. but the diſpute is, how among all the 

diviſions of Chriſtendom, we may find out that only ' 
true Church, which is the Miſtreſs of all other Chur- 
ches, the only Infallible Guide in Matters of Faith, and 
to which alone the promiſes of pardon and falvation 
| are made ; and by. ſome Notes and Characters of ſuch 
a Church, to prove, that the Church of Rome is that 

| Church. The firſt of theſe 1s what the Proteſtants in» 

| . tend in thoſe Notes they give of the true Church ; 

. to ſhow what it is which is eſſential to the being and 

conſtitution of a Chriſtian Church ; for - that, and 
| none elſe, is a true Church, which. has all things eſſen» 
tial to a true Church. The ſecond is, what the Papiſts 

' intend by their Notes of a Church ; to prove, that the 

Church. of Rome is the only true Church : and ſome 

brief remarks upon both theſe ways, will abundantly 

ſerve for-an Introduction to amore particular examina- 

tion of Cardinal Be/larmin's Notes of the —_— > 
which. 


| A Diſcourſe concerning 
which is the only deſign - of. theſe Papers. 

It is no wonder, that Papiſts and Proteſtants differ 
ſo much about the Notes of the true Church, ſince 
the queſtions, which each of them intend to anſwer by 
their ſeveral Notes, {o vaſtly difter.. When you ask a 
Proteſtant, What are the Notes of a true Church 2 He 
anſwers to tliat queſtion, What it is, which is eſſential 
to a true Church; or what it is, which makes a Church 
a true Church ; that is, What a true Church is ? And 
examines the truth of his Church by the eſſential marks 
_ and properties of a Church. When you ask a Papif 

for Notes of a true Church, he anſwers to that queſtion, 
Which is a true Church? and thinks to point you out 
to a true Church by ſome external marks and ſigns, 
without ever inquiring what it is, which is eſſential to - 
a Church ; and this he muſt of neceſſity do, according 
to his principles ; for he can know nothing of Religion 
till he has found the Church, from which he muſt learn 
every thing elſe. Let us conſider then which of theſe 
is molt reafonable. 

Firſt, To begin with the Proteſtant way of finding 
out the Church by the eſſential properties of a true 
Church ; Such as the profeſſion of the true Chriftian 
Faith, and the Chriſtian Sacraments rightly and duly 
adminiſtred by perſons rightly ordained, according to 
the Inſtitution of our Saviour, and the Apoſtolical pra» 
Riſe. This is eſſential to a true Church ; for there can 
be no true Chriſtian Church without the true Chriſti- 
an Faith, and Chriſtian Sacraments, which cannot be 
rightly adminiſtred but by Church-Officers rightly and 
duly Ordained. The Regular Exerciſe of Dutcipline is 
not neceſſary to the being of the Church, but to the 
purity and good government of it. | I 

$ 


The Notes of the Churth. 

This is the fum of what the Proteſtants alledg for 
the Notes of the true Church, and theſe are as infallible 
Notes--of a true Church, as Humane Nature is of a 
man ; for they are the Efſential Principles of it. By 
this every man may know whether he be-a Member of 
a trae Church or not; for where this is, there is a true 
Church ; where this is not, there is no true Church, 
whatever other marks of a* Church there be. And I 
know no other uſe of Notes, but to. find out what we 
ſeek for. | 

In anſwer to ſuch Notes as theſe, Cardinal Be/larmin 
objects Three things. 


r. That Notes, whereby we will diſtinguiſh things, - 
muſt-not be common to other things, but proper and 
peculiar to that of which it is a Note. As if you would 
deſcribe a man to me, whom I never ſaw, fo as that I 
may know him when I meet him ; it is not enough to- 
fay, that he has two Hands, or two: Eyes, &c. becauſe 


- this 1s common to all Men, And this he fays is the 


Fauſt of theſe Notes:+ For as for the fincere Preaching 
of the Trath, or the Profeſſion of the true Chriſtian 
Faith, this is common to all Seqs, at leaſt, in their own. 
Opmion ; and the fame may be ſaid of the Sacra- 
ments, Alt SeQts and Profeſſions of Chriſtians, either 
have the true Faith and Sacraments , or at leaſt think 
that thewwhave ſo; and therefore theſe marks cannot vi- 
ſibly diſtinguiſh the true Church from any other Sect of 
Cman: I LD ar 11-47 ae ae 

Now I muſt confeſs ; theſe Notes, as he well ob- 
ſerves, are common to all Chriſtian Churches, and 
were intended to be fo: and if this does not anſwer . 
his Deſign , we cannot help it. The Proteſtant 

| > Churches: 
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A Diſcoxrſe concerning + 


Churches do not deſire -to confine the Notes of the 


Church to their own private Communions ; . but are 
very glad, if all. the Churches in the World be as 
true Churches 'as themſelves. The whole Catholick 
Church, .which conſiſts of a great many particular 
Dioceſan, or National Churches, has the ſame Nature ; 
And when the whole conſiſts of univocal parts, every 
part muſt have the ſame Nature with the whole : And 
therefore as he who would deſcribe a man, muſt de- 
ſcribe him by ſuch Characters as fit all Mankind; ſo he 
who gives the Eſſential Characters of a Church, muſt 
give ſuch Notes as fit all true Churches in the 
World. This indeed does not fit the Church of 
Rome, to .make it the only Catholick, and the only 
true Church, nor do we intend it ſhould ; but it fits 
all truc Churches, -wherever.they are, and that is much 
+. - - oh 2, 

To anſwer then his Argument , when we give 
Notes, which belong to a whole Species, as we muſt 
do , -when we give the Notes of a true Chriſtian 
Church ; (there being a great many true Churches in 
the. World, which make up the Catholick, or Univer-, 


fal Church) we muſt give ſuch Notes as belong to the 


whole kind ; that is, to all true Chriſtian Churches. 
And though theſe Notes are, common indeed to all 
trne Chriſtian Churches, yet they are proper and pe- 
culiar to a true Chriſtian Church ; as the Elle ial Pro- 
perties of a man are common to, all men, but proper. 
ro mankind : And” this 1s tieceſfary to'make=them true, 
Notes ; For ſuch Nates of a true Church, as. do not fit 
all true Churches, cannot be true Notes. 
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As for what the Cardinal urges, That all Seas 
of Chriſtians. think themſelves ry 6-0 the true Faith, 
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- and true Sacraments; I am. apt to think they do; 


but what then ? If they have not the true Faith, and 
true Sacraments, they are not true Churches, what- 
ever they think of it; and yet the true F aith, and 
true Sacraments , are certain Notes - of - a true 
Church. A Purchaſe upon a bad Title, which. a 
man thinks a good one, .is not a good Eſtate ; but 
yet a Purchaſe upon a Title, which is not only 
thought to be, but is a good one, is a good E- 
ſtate. All that can be faid in this caſe, is, That men 
can be no more certain, that they have a true 
Church, than they are, that they have a true 
Faith, and true Sacraments; and this I readily 
grant. But as mens miſtakes in this matter, does not 
prove, that there is no true Faith, nor true Sacra- 
ments ; ſo neither does it prove,. that a true Faith, 
and true Sacraments, are not Notes of the true 
Church. Z cf 
2. The Cardinal's ſecond Obje&ion is, That the 
Notes of any thing muſt be more known than the 
thing it ſelf ; which we readily grant. Now fays: 
he, which is the.true Church, is more knowable than 
which is the true Faith : and this we deny, and that 
for a very plain reaſon, becauſe the true Church can- 
not be known withont knowing the true Faith : for 
no Churth isa true Church, which does not.profeſs 
the true Faith. We may as well fay, that we-can 
know 2 Horſe, without knowing what the ſhape and. 
of a Horſe is, which diſtinguifhes it from all; . 
other Creatures, as that we can know. a Chriſtian, 
Church, without knowing wh the Chriſtian Faith 
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is, which wpicx 1mm it from all other Churches : or 
we may as well fay, that we can know an _—_ 
without knowing whar it is, ſince the very Etſence ol 
2 true Church conſiſts in the true Faith, which thete- 
fore muſt be firſt known before we can know the true 
Church. ny x” 
But the Cardinal urges, that we cannot know what 
true Scripture is, nor what is the true interpretation of 
Seripture, but from the Church ; and therefore we 
muſt know the Church before we can koow the true 
Faith. As for the firſt, I readily grant, that at this di- 
ſtance from the writing the Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, there is no way to affare ns, that they were 
written by the Apoſtles,” or” Ap foficat m n, .zrad 
owned for infpired Writings, but the Teftimonyof the 
Church in all Ages. Bur herein' we do not confider 
them as a Church, bur as credible Witneffes. Whe- 
ther there be any ſuck thing a$x Church, or.not, we 
can'know only by the Scriptures: Bat without know- 
ing whether there be.a Church or not, if we know, 
that for ſo:many* Hundred years, theſe Books have 
been 'owned'to be written by ſuch men, and haye 
been received: from the Apoſtles days till now; by all 
whocall themſtglves' Chriſtians; this is as good an'Hi- 
ſtorical Proof' as we can havefor any thing ; and it is 
the Authority of an uninterrupted Tradition, not the 
Authority of the - Church,. confidered as a, Church, 
which moves us to believe then: For: ſetting ' afide 
the Authority 6f 'Tradition, how can the Authority 
of a Company. 'of men, who' call themſelves the 
Church, before IT know whether there be any Church, 
| ONne-1 600, ' 
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nipve me to _ ary thr which was'do ©, 
years ago ? But there is a. Company” of men'in the” 
World, 
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World, and have been. ſucceſſively. for. 2609., years 
(whether they bea Church or nck, is nothing to this 
queſtion), who aſſyre me, that theſe. Books, which, we 
call the Scriptures, were written by ſuch inſpired men, 
and. containa faithful account of what Chriſt did, and 
taught, and ſuffered ; and therefore I believe. ſuch 
Books : and from them Ilearn what that true Faith is 
whieh makes a true Chriſtian Church. 

As for the true interpretation of Scripture, that we 
cannot underſtand what it; is, without the Church, 
this. I, al deny.. The Scriptures are very intelligible 
to honeſt and diligent Readers, in all things nec | 
to falvation: and if they be not, I deſire to know, 
how we ſhall find out the Church: for. certainly the 
Church has no Character but what is in the Scripture: 
and then if we muſt believe the Church before we can 
believe or underſtand the Scriptuxes, we. mult. believe 
the Church, before we can ly know whether 
there be a Chureh or not. If we prove the Church 
by. the Scripture, we mult believe and underſtand the 
Scripture, before. we can know: the Church : If we: 
believe.and underſtand the Scriptures, uppn the Au- 
thority and Interpretation of the Church, conſidered 
as a Church, then we muſt know the-Ohurch before 
the Scxipture.-. The Scripture cannot be known with- 
out the Church, nor the Church without.;the Scrip- 
ture, and yet one. of them muſt be known. firſt, and 
yet.neither of them can be known firſt, pocorcung to 
Art of. the-World-can never. palliate.  _ 
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A Diſcourſe concerning + 
3- The Cardinals third ObjeQtion is, That the true - 
Notes of the Church muſt be inſeparable from: it-; 
whereas the Churches of Corinth and Galatia did not 
always teach true Doqrine, ſome of the Church of 
Corinth denying the Refurre@tion , and the Galatians | 
warping towards Fadaiſm ; and the Church of Co- 
rinth being guilty of great miſcarriages in receiving 
the Lords-Supper ; and yet were owned for true Chur- 
ches by the Apoſtles. An argument which much be- 
came the Cardinal to uſe, it being the beſt evidence I 
know of for the Church of Rowe being a true Church, 
that every corruption in Faith and Sacraments do not 
Unchurch ; but how this proves that true Faith and 
true Sacramentsare not an eſſential note and character 
of a true Church, I cannot gueſs : I would deſire any 
one to tell me for him, whether a corrupt Faith and 
falſe Sacraments be the Notes of a true Church ; or 
whether it be no matter as to the nature of a-Church, 
what our Faith and Sacraments are? 
Secondly, Let us now conſider the Cardinal's way, 
by ſome certain marks and notes, to find out which- 
is the true Church, before we know what a true 
Church is. To pick out of all the Churches in the: 
World, one Church, which we muſt own for the on- 
p true Church, and rejedt all other Churches, which 
o not ſubje&t themſelves to this one Church. To 
find out ſuch a Church on whoſe authority we muſt 
rely for the whole Chriſtian Faith ;. and - in whoſe 


' Communion only pardon of ſin is to be: had. That 


this is the uſe of -Notes in the Church of Rome , I 
have alrcady ſhewn you 3 and truly they are very 
pretty things to be proved by Notes ; as to conſider 
them particularly, | 

x. To 


the Notes of the Church. h 


7. To find out which is the true Church,before we 


know what a true Church is. This methinks is not a 


natural way of inquiry,but is like ſeeking for we know 
not what. There are two inquiries in order of nature 
before which z the true Charch, viz. Whether there be 
2 true Church or not,and what it is. The firſt of theſe 
the Cardinal takes for granted, that there is a Church ; 
but I wort take it for granted,but deſire theſe Note- 


makers to give me ſome Notes to prove, that there 
is a Church. There is indeed a great deal of talk and 


noiſe in the World about a Church, but that is no 
proof, that there is a Church ; and yet it is not a ſelt- 
evident propoſition, that there is a Church ; and there- 


fore it muſt be proved. Now that there is a Church, 


muſt be proved by Notes, as well as which is this true 
Church, or elſe the whole deſign of Notes is loſt; and 


I would gladly ſee thoſe Notes, which prove' that 
there is a Church, before we know what a Church is. 


To underſtand rhe wyltery of this, we muſt briefly 
conſider the reaſon and uſe of Notes in the Charch 
of Rome ; according to the Popiſh reſolution of Faith 
into the authority of the Church ; the firſt thing we 
muſt know, is, which is the True Church ; for we 
muſt receive the Scriptures, and the Interpretation of 


them , and the whole Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip, 


from the Church ; and therefore can know nothi 
of Religion, till we have found the Church. The uſe 
then of Notes is to: find out the Church before, and 
without the Scriptures ; for if they admit of a Scrip- 
ture-proof, they muſt allow that we can know and: 
| underſtand the Scriptures without the authority or in- 
terpretation of the Church , which undermines the: 
very foundation of Popery : Now I firſt —_— to 
W 
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A Diſcourſe, concerning 

know how they will prove, That there is a Church 

without the Scripture 2 That you'l ſay 1s viſtble it 
ſelf, for we ſee a Chriſtian Church in the World; 
but what is it I ſee? I ſee a company of men who call 
themſelves a Church, and this is all that I can ſee ; and 
is this ſeeing a Church? A Church muſt have a Divine 
Original and Inſtitution; and therefore, there is no 
ſeeing a Church without ſeeing its Char - for 
there can be no other Note or Mark of the ing of a 
Church, but the Inſtitution of it. 

And this proves, that we cannot know, that there 
is a Church, without knowing in ſome meaſure 
what this Church is ; for the Charter which founds 
the Church, muſt declare the Nature and Conſtity- 
tion of it, what its Faithand Worſhip, and Laws and 
Priviledges are. But now theſe eſſential Characters 
of a Church muſt not be reckoned by the Romaniſts 
among the Notes of a Church, for then we muſt 
find out the true Church by the true Faith, and the 
true Worſhip ; not the trae Faith by the true Church ; 
which deſtroys Popery. 

Hence it 1s, that 2 PA Note-makers never attempt 
to give us any Notes, whereby we ſhall know that 
there isa Church, or what this Church is ; for there 
are no Notes of theſe, but ſuch as they dare not give, 
viz. The Authority of the Scriptures, and every mans 
private judgment of the Senſe and Interpretation of 
them ; for at leaſt till we have found a Church, we 
muſt judg for our ſelves, and then the Authority of 
the Church comes too late ; for we muſt firſt judg 
upon the whole of Religion, if we muſt find out a 
true Church by the true Faith, before we can know 
the true Church ; and we cannot rely on her Autho- 

rity, 


OE Wh 
the Notet of the Chlch. 
Bn MER LIE 0g og Doe ne eo; A 
PIs before weknow her; and therefore they take it - 


r grafted, that there is a Church, which they can 
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Notes whereby, to know which is the Church ;_and' 


then learn, what the Church is, from the Church her 


ſelf; which is like giving marks whereby to know an 


Unicorn; beforeI know whether there be an Unicorn 
or not, or what it is. | Be | | 

2. Another blunder in this Diſpute about Notes is, 
That they give us Notes whereby to, find out the true 
Catholick Church, before we know what a particu- 
lar Church is. For all Bel/armin's Notes are intended 
only for the Catholick Church ; and therefore. his 


Note is the name Catholick ; whereas the Catho- 


lick Church is nothing elſe but all true Chriſtian 
Churches in the World, united mart by one com- 
mon Faith and Worſhip , and ſuch a&s of Commu- 
nion as diftin&t Churches are capable of, and obliged 
to. Every particular Church which profeſles the 
true Faith and Worlhip of Chriſt, is a true Chriſti- 
an Church'; and the Catholick Church is all the true 
Chriftian' Churches in the World ; which have all the 
fame Natute, and arein ſome fenſe of the ſame Com- 
munion : S0 that it is impoſſible to know what the 
Catholick' Church is, before we know what a particy- 
lar Church is, as it is to know. what the Sea is, before 
we know what Water is: Every true, ſingle, parti- 
culat Church has the whole and' intire nature of a 
Church, and would be a true Church, though there 
were no other Church in the World ; as the Chriſtian 
Church at Jeruſalem was, before any other Chriſtian 
Churches were planted; and therefore. there can be 
no other Notes of a True Chufch, but what belong 

| to 


never prove in their way, and attempt.to give ſome. 
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to every true particular Church ; and that can be no- 


thing but what is eſſential to a Church, and what all 
true Chriſtian Churches in the World agree in, vx. 


: The True Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt. 


Now, fo far as Bellarmis's Notes belong to every 
true particular Church , ſo far we allow them, and 
let the Church of Rome make the beſt of them She 
can; for we doubt not to make our claim to them, 
as good, and much better than hers; but he has 
named very few ſach ; the 6th, the Agreement and 
Conſent in Doctrine with the Ancient and Apoſto- 
lick Church; and the 87h the Holineſs of its Doctrine, 
are the cheif, if riot the only Notes of this nature; and 
theſe we will ſtand and fall by ; many of his other, 
are not properly the Notes of a true Church, any o- ' 
therwiſe than as they are Teſtimonies of the truth of 
common Chriſtianity, which is profeſſed by all true 
Churches;and if they are Notes of the Church, ſo every 
true particular Church has a ſhare in them. Such as 
his 9th, the efficacy of Doctrine. The xoth, the Holi- 
neſs of the lives of the firſt Authors and Fathers of our 
Religion ; and I ſuppoſe, the Holineſs of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles give Teſtimony to the truth of common 
Chriſtianity, and therefore to all Churches who pro- 
feſs the common Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
The 11h, the Glory of Miracles, which alſo proves 
the truth of Chriſtian Religion ; and I hope a little 
better than Popiſh Miracles do Tranſubſtantiation.The 
12th, is the Spirit of Propheſy, which as far as it is a 
good Note, belongs to the Religion,not to the Church. 
Other Notes he aſſigns, which I doubt will prove no 
Notes at all, as x3, 14, 15. becauſe they arenot always 
true, and at beſt uncertain. | 
His 
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. His third 'and fourth Notes are not Notes of -p 
Church, but God's Promiſes made to his Church: as 
of a long Duration, that it ſhall never fail, and Am- 
plitude or Extent, and multitude of Believers. Theſe 
romiſes we believe God will fulfil to his Church, but 
they can-be no Notes, which is the true Church. For 
the firſt of theſe cag never be a Note till the day of 
Judgment, That Church which ſhall never be deſtroyed 
1s the true Church, but a bare long continuance 15 no 
Mark of a_.txye Church; for ag Apoſtatical Church 
may continue hy: the patience and forbearance of God 
many hundred Years, and be deſtroyed at laft; and 
then this Argument of a long Duration is confuted : 
And as for Amplitude and Extent, that is not to di- 
ſtinguiſh one Chriſtian Church from another, that the 
moſt numerous Church ſhould be the trueſt ; but to di- 
ſtinguiſh the Chriſtian Church from all other Religi- 
ons ; and then'T-doubt this Prophecy has not received 
its juſt Accompliſhmeat yet ; for tho we take in all the 
Chriſtian Churchesin the World, and not exclude the 
greateſt part of them, as the Church of Rowe does, 
et _— bo but a ſmall proportion to the reſt of the 
orld. 
And now there are but three of his fifteen Notes of 
the Church left. The firſt concerning the Name C4- 
tholick, which makes every Church a Catholick Church, 
which will call it ſelf ſo: Tho Catholick does not 
declare what a Church is, but ia what Communion it 
is, and is no Note of a true Church, ualefs it be farft 
proved, that they are true Churches, which. are in 
Communion with each other : For if three parts in 
four of all the Churches in the World were very. cor- 
rupt and degenerate in Faith and Worſhip, and were 
in one Communion, this would-be the moſt Catholick 
| | C Commus- 
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Communion, as Catholick ſignifies the moſt general 


and univerſal; but yer the fourth part, which is ſin- 


cere, would be the beſt and trueſt Church, and the Ca- 
tholick Church, as that ſignifies the Commnnion. of all 
Orthodox and Pure Churches. 

His &#& Note is, the Succeſſion of Biſhops in the Church 
of Rome from the Apoſtles till now. This is a Note of 
the Roman Church ; and the Succeſſhon of Biſhops in 
the Greek Church, is as good a Note'o* che Greek 
Church. And 'any Churches which Kkve been later 
planted, who have Biſhops in Succeſſibh from any of 
the Apoſtles or ApoſtolicalBiſhops, by this Note are 
as good Churchesas they. So that this is a Note com- 
mon to all true Churches, and therefore can do the 
Church of Rome no Service. | 
'* His ſeventh Note indeed is home to his purpoſe: 
That that is the only true Church, which: is united to 
the Biſhop of Rome, as to its Head.. If he could? prove 
this, it muſt do his buſineſs without any other Notes, 
but that will be examined hereafter. But it 1s like 
the Confidence of a Jeſuit, to make that the Note of 
the Church, which: is the chief Subject of the Diſpute... 

— The Sumis this: Therecan be no Notes of a true 

Church, but what belong to alt true Churches : for 
tho there 15 but one Catholick Church, yet there are 

a great many true particular Churches, which make up 

this Catholick Church, as homogeneal Parts, which 

have all the ſame Nature. But now very few of the 

Cardinal's Notes belong to all true Churches; and thoſe 

whiclr do fo, ſignifie nothing to his purpoſe, becauſe 

they are common to more Churches than the Church of 
Rome.. And as for the Catholick Church; that is known 

enly by particular Churches; for it is — elſe, but 

the Union of all- true- Churches in. Faith an a 
af | | —_ 
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and one Communion, as far as-diſtin& Churches at a 
great diſtance from each;pther are. capable-of it: And 
therefore there is no other way to know which is the 
Catholick Church, but by knowing all the true Chur- 
ches. in the World, which either are_ inaQual Commu- 
nion with one another, 'or are in a Diſpoſition for. it, 
whenever occaſion is offered : For it is impoſſible that 
all true Chriſtian Churches all the World over, ſhould 
ever joyn in any viſible and external Als of Commu- 
nion : and therefore tho we know and believe, that 
there 'is a Catholick Church, becauſe we are. affured 
that all true Churches in the World are but one Church, 
the one Body and Spouſe of Chriſt ; yet ir is next to im- 
poſſible to know all the Parts of the Catholick Church 
( without which we cannot know the whole Catholick 
Church) becauſe we cannot know all: the particular 
true Churches all the World over. Nor indeed is there 
any need we ſhould : For we may certainly know 
which is a truly Catholick Church, without knowing 
the whole Catholick Church. 'For every Church, 
which profeſſes the true Catholick Faith, .and impoſes 
only Catholick Terms of Communion, and is ready, 
out of the Principles of Brotherly Love and Charity 
(that cement of Catholick Communion) to communi- 
cate with all Churches, and to receive all Churches to 
her Communion upon theſe Terms, is a truly Catho- 
lick Church, which ſhews how ridiculous it is tq make 
the Catholick Church our firſt Inquiry, and to pre- 
tend to give Notes to find out the true. Catholick 
Churetr by, before we know what a true Particular 


' Church is. But the Myſtery of this will appear more 


in what follows. 


zaly. For another Myſtery of finding the true 
Church by Notes, is to pick out of all the Chriſtian 
C 2 Churches 


Churches in the World one Church, which we muft 
own for the only Catholick Church ; and reje& all o- 
ther Churches as Heretical, or Schiſmatical, or Un-ca- 
tholick Churches, who refuſe Obedience and Subje&i- 
on to this One Catholick Church. For if this be not 
the Intent of it, what will all the Notes of the Church 
gnify to prove, that the:Church of Rome is the only 
true Catholick Church? And if they do not prove this, 


the Cardinal has loft his labour. For tho the Notes he- 


affigns were the Notes of a true Church, yet they ma 
muſt belong to all other true Churches, as well 

as to the Church of Rome; unleſs he can prove, that 

there is but One true Church, or but One Church, 


which is the Miſtreſs of all other Churches, and the 


only Principle and Center of Catholick Unity. And 
this © to have. been proved firft, before he had 
thought of the Notes of the Chureh.. 


So that there are many things to be proved here, be- 
fore we are ready for the Notes of the Church ? They. 
muſt firft prove,that there is but one true Church in.the 
World : for tho we all grant, that there is but: One Ca-. 


tholick Church, yet we ſay, there may be, and hope, 


nay more than fo, know that there are many true: 


Churches, which make up the Catholick Church. Yet 
before the Notes of a true Church ean do any Service 


to the Church of Rowe, they muſt prove, that there- 


is but one true Church in the World ; and then it will 
fignify ſomething to. prove the Church of Rome to be 

that true Church. & 8 
They muſt prove alſo, that the: Catholick Church 
does not fignity all the particular true Churches that 
are inthe World ; but ſome one Church, which is the 
Fountain of Catholick Unity ; whichall other Churches 
are bound to ſubmit to,, and communicate with, if _ 
| will 


*| 
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the Notes of the (hmrch. 

will be Members of the Catholick Church. For tho 
all the Churches in the World were in Subje&ion to 
that Church, yet they receive their Catholiciſm from 
their Communion with that Church; and therefore that 
only is the Catholick Church. It is not meerly the 


Communion of all Churches together, which makes_ 


the Catholick Church ;. but it is the Subje&tion of all 
Churches to that one Catholick Church, which makes 
them Catholick : So that they muſt prove, that there is 
one particular Church, which is the Catholick Church. 
that is, that a part is the whole ; that one particular 
Church is all the Churches of the World ; for ſo the Ca- 
tholick Church ſignifies in Ancient Writers. This isfo, 
abſurd, that ſome of our Modern Advocates for the Ca-- 
tholick Church of Rome tell us, that they do not mean 
the particular Dioceſs of Rowe by the Catholick Church, 
but all thoſe Churches,. which are in Communion with 
the Church of Rowe : But ſuppoſe this,. yet it is only 
the: Church of Rome which makes all the.other Chur- 
ches Catholick, and therefore ſhe only is the Catholick 
Church. And I will preſently make them confeſs ir ro 
be {o : For let us ſuppoſe,that no orher Churches ſhould 
ſubmit themſelves to the Church: of Rome: ( by the 


Church of Rome underſtanding the particular Dioceſs- 


of Rome?) would ſhe. be- the Catholick Church or not ? 
If notwithſtanding this ſhe would: be. the Catholick. 
Church ; then it is evident, that they make the parti- 


cular Church of Rome the Catholick Church ; if ſhe- 
would not, then I cannot ſee how Communion with the 


Church of Rome is eſſential to the Catholick Church. . 
Theſe things, I ſay, ought to have been proved, before 


the Cardinal had given us the Notes of the Church; for 
it is a hard thing to prove by Notes, that the particular 


Church of Rome is the only Catholick Church, till it be 


proved, . 


we Ho 
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proved, that. a particular Church may be the Catholick 
Church, or that-there is one particular Church, which 
is the Catholick Church. This he knew we all deny; 
and it is a ridiculous thing to think to-convince us by 
Notes, that the Church of Rome 1s the particular Ca- , 
tholick Church ; when we deny that there is any ſuch 
Church ; and affirm, that it is a Contradi&tion to own 
it; as great a ContradiCtion, as it is to ſay, that a Par- 
ticular Church is the Univerſal Church, | 

4thly. But when I conſider the farther Deſign of theſe 
Note-Makers, to find out ſuch a Church on whoſe 
Authority we muſt rely for the whole Chriſtian Faith, 
even for the holy Scriptures themſelves, it makes me 


gow admire, that they ſhould think this could be done 


by ſome Notes of a Church; eſpecially by ſuch Notes 
as the Cardinal gives us. 

For ſuppoſe he had given us the Notes of a true Church, 
which is the utmoſt he can pretend to ; before we can 
hence conclude that this Church is the Infallible Guide, 
and uncontroulable Judg of Controverſies, we muſt be 
ſatisfied, that the true Church 1s Infallible. This in- 
deed Bellarmin attempts to prove in his third Book of 
the Church ; and it is not my Concern at preſent to in- 
quire how he proves it. ButIam ſure this can neyer be 
proved but by Scripture ; for unleſs Chriſt have beſtow- 
ed Infallibility on the Church, I kaow not how we can 
prove ſhe has it ; and whether Chriſt have done it or 
not, can never be known but by the Scriptures : So 


that a Man mult believe the Scriptures, and uſc his own 


Judgment to underſtand them, before 1t can be proved 
ro him, that there is an Infallible Church ; and there- 
fore thoſe who reſolve the belief of the Scriptures in- 
to the Authority of the Church, cannot, without great 


Impudence, urge the Authority of the Scriptures to 
prove 
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prove: the Church's Infallibility ; and yet thus they all 
do; nay prove their very Notes-of the Church from 
Scripture, as the Cardinal toes : and think this is no 
Circle neither, becauſe we Hereticks believe the Scrip- 
tures without the Authority of their Church, and there- 
fore are-willing to difpute with them out of the Scrip- 
tures. But this 1s a fault on our ſide, and. when we 
diſpute with them, whatever we do at other times, we 
ſhould not believe the: Scriptures, till they had proved 
them to us their way, by the Authority of their 
Church ; and then we ſhould quickly ſee what bleſſed 
Work they : would make of it. How they would 
prove their Church's Infallibility, and what fine Notes 
we ſhould have of a Church, when we-had reje&ed all 
their Scripture-proofs, as we ought to do, till they have 
firſt fatisfhed us, that theirs 1s the only true Infallible 
Church, upon whoſe Authority we muſt believe- the 
Scriptures, and every thing ele. I confeſs, I would 
fadly hear what Notes they would give: a Pagan to 
Fod'our the true Infallible Church by. | 
It is certainly a: moſt ſenſleſs thing to'refolve all our 
Faith into the Authority of the E@hurch, as if the Church 
were the firſt Obje& of our Faith in Religion ; ,where- 
as it is demonſtrable, that we muſt know and believe 
molt of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith before we 
can know whether there be any Church or-not. 'The 
order obſerved in the Apoſtles Creed'isa plain Evidence 
of this, for all thoſe-Artictes which are before the Holy 
Catholick Church muſt in- order of Nature be known 
before it. That there is a God who made the Wortd ; 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the only begotten Son of God, who 


was conceived by the Hely Gheft, born of the Virgin 


Miry, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucihied, . 


dead, and buried, and deicended into Hell, that = . 
| r 
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roſe again the third day from the dead, and aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth on the Right-hand of God the 
Father Almighty, and from thence ſhall come to judg 
the Quick and the Dead ; TI believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
.and then we may add the Holy Catholick Church, and 
not till then. For the Church isa _ of Men for the 
Worſhip of God, through the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
the Sanflification of the Holy Spirit, which unites them 
into one Myſtical Body : So that we muſt know Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, before we can know what 
the Catholick Church means. And is it not ftrange 
then, that our Faith muſt be founded on the Authority 
of the Church, when we muſt firſt know all the great 
Articles of our Faith, before we can know any thing a= 
bout a Church. This anverts the order of our Creed, 
which according to the Principles of the Church of 
Rome ſhould begin thus. I believe in the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and upon the Authority of that. Church, 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jeſus 
Chrſt, and in the Holy Ghoſt : and no doubt but the 
Apoſtles, or thoſe Apoſtolical Men, who framed the 
Creed, would have put it ſo, had they thought the 
whole Chriſtian Faith muft be reſolved into the Autho- 
rity of the Church. | 


This ſhort Diſcourſe, I think, is enough in eneral 


concerning the Notes of the Church ; and I ſhall leave 

| the particular Examination of Cardinal Bellarmin's 
- Notes to other Hands, which the Reader may expe& te 
follow in their order. 


The End. 
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